Approved For Rglease 2002/09/03 : CIA-RDP58-00453R00030p030085-7

' -

. BT N e S
we CHEVIY RO HIRGOH

25X1A
é November 1992

*QOGC Has Reviewed*

BUBJECT: TASS News Agency

1, TASS Rews Agency, Rockefeller Center, New York City, is the
American Dureau of the Telegraph Agency of the USZR. There is a sub—
bureau in Bashinglon in the National Press puilding., TASS itself ls
the central information gathering organization of the USSR. It owes its
existence to and is under the direction of the Counell of Peoplels Com=
wigsars of the USSR. According to the resolutions of that Council it
®anjoys all the rights of 2 juridical party™ and retains a1l authora!
righta on all information dtatributed by (it) through all means of
corpunication.®

2, On April 17, 194 Ta5S Few York [liled vwith the Department of
Justice Registration Statement {#6h) as thc agent of a foreipn princi-
pal as required by the Foreign Agent Reglatration Act of June 8, 1938
as amended (52 Stat. 631 amendsd by Act of Angust 75 1939, 53 State 1k,
25 yscA B 40L). Toe registration siatement was signed Ly one Tiadimir
Pravdin, then manager, and stated among other things "the Telegraph Agency
of the USSR is the central information organ of the UsSh and is under the
gouncll of People's Commissars of the USSR. The New York Bureau is one
of its correspondent bureaus and Viadimir Pravdin is manager of that
tureau,” To this same registration statement was attached a certificate
by the Consul Ceneral of ine USSR at New York City stating “upon the
instructions of the Ambassador of the USSR in the United States, certified
that Viadimir S. Prawdin ig an agent of such povermment.

3. The registration statement to which reference has boen made =as
& statement filed ®in lieu of public registration statement?® ae & result
of spplication to the USSR of what 1s known as a agection 3{f) exemption®™.
Section 3(f) of the Act exempted from the filing of the ususl public
statement ®any person or erployee of such person whose foreign principal
is a goverment of a forelgn country the defense of which the President
deens vital to the defense of the United States,” and the President had
{ssued the appropriate proclamation declaring that the defense of the
USSR was deared vital to the defense of the Dnited States.
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Ls with the end of the war and upon withdrawal of the President's
certification in favor of the USCR under the Act TASS New York filed a
new public reglstration statement, This was filed June 3, 1947. It
gave the name and address of TASS forelgn principal as "Telegraph Agency
of the USSR, 10 Tverckoy Blwd., Voscow, USSR Attached to thc repie-
e tion statement ss an exidbit was o statement as followss

the New York Bureau of Tass, including its sub-bureau in

¥ashington 1e one of the forelgn bureaue of the Telegraph Agency
of the USSR (TASS)s The regulations regaxding the function anc
the responsibilities of the latter were defined Yy official decroe
of the Soviel Covernpent on January 15, 1935. 'The Declsion of
Whe Central Ewecutdwe Commlttee and Council of the People's Coum
winsars of the USER on the ratification of the regulations cor~

- cermdng the Telegraph Agency of the USSR and the Telegraph Agencies
of the Unlon Pepublics.® These regulations contain a provision
regarding orgarisation »f correspordent burcaus and trancheés of
TASS in foreign countries and sending special correspondents
sbroads : \

"Herewlth are the pertinent sections of the 'Hegulaiicns!
for the Telegraph Agency of the USSR and the Telegraph igencies
of the Union Republict .

"the Telegraph Apency of the USSR (745E) is the centyal
infosmation organ of the UISR and is under the Council of People's
Cormissars of the USSR. :

"ihe Telopraph Agency of the USSR is charged with the
gathering and distribution throughout the ULiR and abroad of
political, sconouic and all other news of gencral intercst
soncerning both the USSR end foreign states, _

u¥In addition, the Telegraph Agency of the USSR is chargedg
with the pathering and distribution of republican information
within the boundaries of the BEXTR . . . b
*1In opder to gather information the Telegraph Apency c;f tg'
the USSRy o

mm% 2 netmm rk of its correspondent burcaus aml
tranches in the REPSR to be directly subordinate to the
Bgenty's R o

Organizes in the union republice a network of coryes—
pondent burcaus of union gigmificance which form a part of
the system of the republican telegraph ajencles, and appoints

Seeurity nforma
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vorregpondents for them from amoung the candidates proposed
Yy the telegraph agencies of the republic.

Sends, in accordance with necessity, its own special
correspondents throughout the USSR.

Organdzes correspondent bureaus and branches in forecign
countrics and sends special correspondents abroad.

"tZhe Iulegraph Agency of the USSR is headed by the managing
director who has two asslstante,

% 1fhe zanaging director of the Telegraph Agency of the USSR
on the basis of single management directs all the activiiies of
the Telegraph Agency of the USSE.

"tihe Telezraph Agency of the USSR and the Telegraph Apencies
of the Union kepublics funcilon on the self-paying basis.

#iThe Telegraph Agency of the USSR and the Telegraph Agencies
of the Union Republics are paid for the information and other
materisl which they distribute through the medium of 31l means of
communication at the rates established by a special decision of
the Councll of People's Commissars of the USSR,

"tThe Telegraph Agency of the USSR and the Telegraph Agencics
of the Union Republics er]i, all authors' rights on information
distributed by then through all means of cowmunication in accore
dance with the existing copyright law.

#tThe Telegraph égemj@f the USSR and the Telegraph Agencies
o¢f the Unien Republlcs enjoy a1l the rights of a Juridical policy.t

"Also enclosed is @ copy of the English translation of the
*Beclaicn of the Central Executive Committee and the Council of
the People's Comrlssars of the USSK' of Jamuary 15, 1935, ratify-
ing the Regulations quoted on pepe 1 and 2.9

Attached also to the reglsiration statement of TASS of June 3; 1947
is the following whlch 1s referred to as "exhiiit B{1).¥

"BDeclsion

of the Central Ixecutive Conmittee and Council of the People's
Comuissers of the USSR, on the Ratification of Regulations con-
cern.ng the Telegraph Agency of the USSE and the Telegraph Agencies
¢f the Unlon Republics,

The Ceniral Executive Cormittee and the Council of People's
Comtrigsars of the USSR have decided:

£
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1) To ratify the regulations corerning the Telegraph
Agency of the USSR and the Telegreph Agencles of the
Union Republics.

2} To sbolish the regulations on the Telegraph Agency of
the USSR ratified Ly the Central Executive Comuittee
&nd the Councll of People's Commissars of the US(R on
July 10, 1925 (Sec Law Cazette of the USSR of 1928
no. 43 page 3233 1926 no. 76, page 60L; 1930 no. 32
paze 349, clause 1)

Chalxman of the Central Fxecutive
Oominditee of the USSR

¥, Kalinin
{Other signatures)

¥osoow, Kremlin
Jarmayy 15, 19350

S« On June G, 1939 at the time when gietements of forelgn agents
were requlirod to be filed with the Departmend of State the monager of TASS
Bew York 7iled a registration staterent which eald among other things that
ﬁfﬁ Now York does not offer news for sale for distrivation in the United

7 AT

6. 'The Foreign igent Negi:iratiion Section of the Depariment of Justice
has made two examinatloqs of the books and records of TAST Mov York., The
Lirst was wade in Movember 1937 and the report of that imvestigution is
identified ss: ™Report of Specis’ Agent George L. Hanlon rade at New York
Eovember 13, 1947, Subject: TASE Hews Agency.t The secord examination was
made in 1951 and is Ldentified as "Repart of Speclel Agent Howard 7. Wallace,
drey Decenber 1, 1951, Wew York, New York, Re: TASS Yews Agency Intermal
Securlty Reglstration iAct,

T« An English Court has held that & sull for libel may not be maintained
against TASH oince that Agengy is an ovgan of USSR and is not amenable to the
Jardsdiction of the Courds of Englami. Eajina ve TACS Agency, London Times,
28 June 1949, law Report June 27; Office of Cencral Counsel [ile €21 "Copy-
right Libel,? |

8. The registration statementsand the two reports of cxamination of the
books and records of TASS; above referred fo, are in the posscsslon of ¥r.
Bathan B, Lenvin, dssistant Chief of the Foreign Agent Registration Section,

rinent of Justioe, reom 606, 0L Post Office Building, code 197, bLraheh
27 ¥r, Lenvin bas advised that he believes coples of this material would
be made avallable to thic Jgency 1f requests were made.
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